Algebra 2
Course Syllabus 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructor: David Jennings

E-mail/Phone: david.jennings@cherokeechristian.org / 678-494-5464

Web Materials: www.classzone.com

Course Textbook: Algebra 2, by Ron Larson, et. al., (2004, McDougal-Littell).

Daily Materials Required:
Textbook
Pencil - all work is to be done using pencil—NO PENS
Paper/notebook for taking notes and doing homework
Graphing paper
Graphing calculator (see CCHS Student Handbook)
Brain

Topics: 
		Equations and Inequalities
	Exponentials and Logarithmic Functions

	Linear Equations and Functions
	Rational Equations and Functions

	Systems of Linear Equations and Inequalities
	Quadratic Relations and Conic Sections

	Matrices and Determinants
	Sequences and Series

	Quadratic Functions
	Probability and Statistics

	Polynomials and Polynomial Functions
	Trig Ratios and Functions

	Powers, Roots, and Radicals
	Trig Graphs, Identities, and Equations






Course Grading
	Course Work
	
	Semester Grades

	   Participation
	5%
	
	Quarter 1
	45%
	
	Quarter 3
	45%

	   Homework
	10%
	
	Quarter 2
	45%
	
	Quarter 4
	45%

	   Quizzes
	25%
	
	Sem 1 Exam
	10%
	
	Sem 2 Exam
	10%

	   Tests
	60%
	
	
	
	
	
	



Test Dates:
	Chapter
	Test Dates
	
	Chapter
	Test Dates

	1
	Fri, Aug 19
	
	8
	Wed, Jan 18

	2
	Fri, Sep 2
	
	9
	Thu, Feb 2

	3
	Fri, Sep 16
	
	10
	Fri, Feb 17

	4
	Fri, Oct 7
	
	11
	Fri, Mar 9

	5
	Fri, Oct 28
	
	12
	Thu, Mar 29

	6
	Fri, Nov 18
	
	13
	Fri, Apr 27

	7
	Fri, Dec 9
	
	14
	Thu, May 17


Participation Grades:
This course will include a grade for class participation.  A grade will be given daily at the teacher’s discretion (there will be days when a grade should not be given when there is no substantive lesson such as a test day).  Daily grades will be a 0, 1 or 2 and will be based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s preparedness (do they have the materials they need for class), attentiveness and active participation (do they seem to be paying attention to the lesson, taking notes, and copying examples).  Students cannot learn math and recall math procedures just by listening!

Homework Grades:
Homework will be graded based on the apparent effort put into the assignments.  Each assignment will be graded on as a 0, 1 or 2.  Since homework is meant to challenge, it is not likely that students will get every answer right every time.  However, there must be a reasonable effort put into homework.  When a student does not understand a concept, they are expected to show they have tried to complete their assignment.  In other words, a student who numbers the homework problems but has no other calculations or other work or even “guesses” will appear to have made no real effort at completing the assignment and may receive a 0 for the assignment (or a 1 if some of the work is done).

Homework cannot be “late” meaning the student has it when they are supposed to or not.  The work assigned will be examples of problems the students will need to be able to work and may not be sufficient practice for some students!  There are plenty of other problems in the book (with answers to most in the back!), and I will gladly give students more work if they need extra practice.

Missed Class Time:
Please make every attempt not to miss class–even for doctor appointments, etc. –as it seems very difficult for most students to follow math lessons on their own.  When absent, students are expected to make up homework missed and take quizzes and tests in a timely manner (per the school policy and subject to circumstances).  This is especially important with respect to homework assignments.  In the case of a pre-planned absence, students should ask for assignments in advance.  Since homework is reviewed on an on-going basis, it is important for absent students to keep up with these exercises, or they will fall behind.  In the case of an unavoidable extended absence (such for illness), school policy that allows a student to make up work will not mitigate the impact of missed class time.  The teacher may be able to help students catch up as needed but cannot take class time to do so.  Students (and parents) are ultimately responsible for the work missed and for completing missed work in a timely fashion.

Struggling Students:
Algebra can be a challenge for many students, but it is not an impossible subject to master!  Few if any can get the concepts by just listening in class—it requires practice and more practice.  Problems assigned for homework are intended for “average” students with the intent that it should take about 20 minutes to complete (more or less).  For students that struggle, it may be necessary to seek out extra help.  This may come in the form of extra problems to work, practice on the website, help outside of class from the teacher, or even an outside tutor.  However, students (and their parents) must recognize such problems and initiate requests for help.  Students that are diligent in their efforts are most likely to succeed in learning this material!
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