Chemistry Syllabus 2011-2012
Cherokee Christian High School

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Basic information 
a. Course name:  Chemistry 
b. Instructor’s name and contact information 
Mark D. Myers
mark.myers@cherokeechristian.org 

c. Required texts and materials 
i. Holt Chemistry
ii. Holt Chemistry Study Guide 
iii. Loose leaf notebook paper 
iv. Scientific calculator – a TI – 30X or a TI-83 (other models are approved – see the handbook for further details) 
v. A composition notebook – this notebook is for labs.  
 
2. Course Information 
a. Course Overview:  Chemistry describes the properties and changes that occur in matter.  A basic understanding of this course’s principles allows the Christian to gain a better perspective of the complexity, harmony and order God employs in his creation.  Good scientific thinking mirrors good Biblical thinking – those thinking and analytical skills will be developed, studied and evaluated.  

The impact of chemistry on everyday life extends from medicine to cooking.  This basic chemistry course provides students the understanding to apply chemical principles to basic problems and to draw conclusions from laboratory data.  

b. Class Schedule by Quarter:  
	
	Main topics covered
	Major assignments with approximate due dates

	Quarter 1
Aug. 3 – Oct. 7
	Definition of chemistry, matter and energy, atoms and moles, and the periodic table
	Four chapter tests and two to three labs will make up the major assignments. 

	Quarter 2
Oct. 11 – Dec. 9
	Ions and ionic compounds, covalent compounds, mole and chemical composition, and chemical equations and reactions 
	Same as the first quarter   

	Quarter 3
Jan. 3 – Mar. 15
	Stoichiometry, causes of chemical change, states of matter and intermolecular forces, and gases
	Same as the first quarter   

	Quarter 4
Mar. 19 – May 18
	Solution, chemical equilibrium, acids and bases – as time allows reaction rates
	Same as the first quarter





3. Policies and Procedures 
a. Grading – Grading is done on a percentage basis according to the grade guidelines set forth in the handbook.  (An exception is that occasionally short pop quizzes will be given and strict adherence to percentages will be waived in favor of the students.) 
b. Grade Components 
i. Homework 15% -- Students will typically have two graded homework assignments each week.  No late homework will be taken with the exception being those associated with an “authorized absence”.  Students will receive a zero in all other cases.  

ii. Participation 5% -- Each student is expected to participate in class and each student is expected to allow his neighbor and the rest of the class to participate.  The default grade for participation is 85% (a “B”).  Students need to ask and answer questions to receive a higher grade in this category.  In some cases a student’s inattentions will cause the grade to go down.  Examples of behavior that could reduce this grade include; talking during lecture, interrupting, passing notes, working on class work other chemistry.  Occasionally, class lesson notes will be used as a means to assess participation.  This grade is given weekly, and may not be given in weeks where there are too few days to exhibit full participation.  

iii. Tests 55% -- Students can expect a test about every two to three weeks.  There will be four chapter tests each quarter, unless class schedules make section quizzes a desirable means to assess student understanding without having completed a chapter.    

iv. Labs and Quizzes 25% -- Students will complete five major labs each semester.  There will be three grades given for each lab.  The pre-lab write-up is required to start the lab.  This pre-lab write up will include the safety equipment and cautions applicable to this particular lab, the procedures for the lab, and any data tables for the lab.  Students will be given a grade on laboratory technique – obeying lab safety rules, performing the proper technique according to instructions given prior to the lab.  The third grade will be the largest of the three grades.  This will consist of answering questions, quantitative and qualitative, over the lab.  

c. Other expectations 
i. Behavioral Expectations – Students are expected to act in accordance with the scriptures, as a disciple of Christ.  Students are expected to use their time wisely during class with the first priority being chemistry during the chemistry class time.  There will be times when the lesson finishes early, but students should direct their attention to homework, reading assignments and preparing for future graded events.   

ii. Absence/ Makeup policy – Authorized absences allow students to make up the work with no penalty, as long as the student does so within a reasonable time.  It is this teacher’s policy to allow students the same amount of time to make up a quiz, homework or test in the same amount of time they were absent.  For example, a student is absent two days for illness.  That student has two days to schedule and make up any graded work.  After that the student will receive a 25% grade penalty for being late.  

Lapses in memory – About once a week in every class a student will state they just forgot to do the work.  For homework, the lapse in memory means a zero, as no late unexcused homework will be graded.  For take home work such as quizzes, and labs, the students will receive a late penalty on the grade of 25%.  

Unauthorized absences – No work will be accepted for an unauthorized absence. 

iii. Help given to other students – Students need to practice care when helping other students to answer questions or working problems.  Allowing another student to copy work to provide answers on any graded assignment will be considered cheating.  Comparing answers to problems or providing help on how to approach a problem on homework assignments or labs is acceptable.  If students are found giving or receiving inappropriate help, both students will receive a zero on the assignment. 

 

